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Current Young Driver (YD) Strategies  
YD-1  Provide Education and Encourage Compliance with 
 Montana’s Seat Belt Laws  
YD-2  Affordable/‌Accessible Drivers Education at All Schools 
YD-3  Develop a Role and Strategy for Law Enforcement in 
 Graduated Driver’s License (GDL) 
YD-4  Distracted Driving 
 
Other Strategies  
• Peer to Peer Traffic Safety 
• Integrating driver education with graduated driver licensing 
• Enforcement  of Underage Drinking Laws  

GOAL - Reduce young driver (under age 21)  
fatal and incapacitating injury crashes 



Montana Teen Driver Safety Day 
Third Tuesday in October - MCA 1-1-229 

What are the risks facing young teen drivers? 

• Inexperience 

• Speed  

• Distractions  

• Fatigue 

• Alcohol is involved in about 16% of fatal crashes 
involving 16- and 17-year-old drivers 
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These factors cause crashes, but what kills?  

 Not wearing a seat belt 



Montana Crash Data  
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Non-Belted 7 16 45 313 330 206 147 130 125 120 112 74 50 27 28 19 18 11

Belted 12 37 37 205 190 113 107 95 100 115 147 113 84 68 60 42 36 33
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Fatal & Incapacitating Injuries and Restraint Use by Occupant Age  
(2008-2010 Montana Crash Data) 
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YD-1 Provide Education and Encourage Compliance with Montana’s Seat Belt Laws  

light blue = no seat belts 



2013 Montana Youth Risk Behavior Survey 
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Seat Belt Signs for Montana Schools 
A buckle-up awareness campaign 

YD-1 Provide Education and Encourage Compliance with Montana’s Seat Belt Laws  



YD-1 Provide Education and Encourage Compliance with Montana’s Seat Belt Laws  

Seat Belt Surveys at Montana Schools 
A component of the buckle-up awareness campaign 



Montana High School Survey – No Seat Belt 
Among students who drive a car, the percentage whom  

never or rarely wear a seat belt when driving 

2011and 2013 Results Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
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YD-1 Provide Education and Encourage Compliance with Montana’s Seat Belt Laws  



Montana Traffic Education Programs 

YD-2 Affordable/Accessible Driver Education at all schools 9 



YD 2 Affordable Accessible Driver Education 
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Montana 2013 
131 High Schools 
8425 Students 
70% of eligible teens 



YD-2 Affordable/Accessible Driver Education at all schools 

Montana Teen Driver 
Education Curriculum 2.0 

2012-2013 Update Project funded by 
OPI and MDT includes: 

• Learner-centered activities  
• Real-world driving scenarios  
• Driver decision points 
• Find-Solve-Control 

 



Next Truck? 
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Montana GDL Restrictions 
 

Seatbelts required – for 
everyone – all the time 

Step 1:  50 hours of supervised 
driving – 10 hours at night 
  

Step 2:  GDL Restricted License 

Passengers:  
• First 6 months – only one 
• Second 6 months – up to 3 

Best Practices: No passengers 

Night restrictions:  
11:00 PM – 5:00 AM 
Best Practices: The real risk is darkness  

YD-3 Develop a Role and Strategy for Law Enforcement in Graduated Driver’s Licensing 



GDL Step One: 50 hours • 10 at night 

The Starting Line is knowing 
the Rules of the Road … 

then it’s time to practice 

Driving experience develops competence 





16 YD-3 Develop a Role and Strategy for Law Enforcement in Graduated Driver  License (GDL) 

Parents are the Key to Teen Driver Safety 



Teen Driver Crashes since Montana GDL  
implemented in 2006 
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Montana Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL)  MCA 61-5-132 effective July 2006 
*MDT Data includes all teen fatal, injury and property damage crashes 



Montana’s Graduated Driver Licensing Law  
included MCA 61-5-135  requiring education on distracted driving 

61-5-135. Education on distracted driving 

(1) The department, in consultation with the superintendent of public instruction, 

shall encourage schools providing traffic education to include in their traffic 

education curriculum information regarding the dangers of physical and cognitive 

distractions while driving.  

(2) To reduce the risks for novice drivers, the department shall include in its 

publications intended for novice drivers information concerning the dangers of 

physical and cognitive distractions while driving, including but not limited to 

mental inattentiveness because of stress, fatigue, heightened emotion, 

conversation with passengers, stereo or climate control adjustment, food and 

drink, use of electronic devices, and personal grooming.  

History: En. Sec. 5, Ch. 297, L. 2005.  

YD-4 Distracted Driving 

http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm
http://data.opi.mt.gov/bills/mca/61/5/61-5-135.htm


Montana High School Survey 
Texting while driving  

Among students who drove a car or other vehicle during the past 30 days, the percentage who  
texted or e-mailed while driving on one or more of the past 30 days. 

2011and 2013 Results Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
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YD-4 Distracted Driving 



Among students who drove a car or other vehicle during the past 30 days, the percentage who  
talked on a cell phone while driving on one or more of the past 30 days. 

2011and 2013 Results Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
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YD-4 Distracted Driving 

Montana High School Survey  
Cell phone use while driving  



Montana 
Students Take 
Action to Curb 
Cell Phone Use 
While Driving 

YD-4 Distracted Driving 



YD-4 Distracted Driving 



Montana Teen Drivers (Age 15-19) 
Alcohol–related fatalities decreased 54.5% 

 11 crashes in 2010 to 5 crashes in 2011       
 

Source:  MDT Crash Data 

Teen Drinking and Driving 



http://www.mariahschallenge.com/ 

Nov 8, 2012  
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Montana High School 2013 Survey 
Drinking and Driving 

Among students who drove a car or other vehicle during the past 30 days, the percentage who  
drove when they had been drinking alcohol one or more times during the past 30 days. 

Q11 - Weighted Data 

Source:  2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
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Percentage of students who rode one or more times during the past 30 days in a car 
or other vehicle driven by someone who had been drinking. 

Montana High School 2013 Survey 
Rode with Drinking Driver  

Source: 2013 Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 
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Montana High School Survey Trend 
Rode with Drinking Driver  

Percentage of students who rode one or more times during the past 30 days in a car or other vehicle 
driven by someone who had been drinking alcohol. 

Source:  Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) 

Related Note: Percentage of  Montana  students who had at least one drink of 
alcohol  on one or more of the past 30 days decreased, 1993-2013 



Strategies – Miles to Go  
Engineering • Education • Enforcement 

Combining countermeasures to help combat high crash rates 

• GDL – Parent Involvement 

• Affordable and Accessible 
Driver Education   

• Distracted Driving  Awareness 

• Seat Belt Use 

• Speed Control  

• Vigorous Enforcement  of 
Underage Drinking Laws 
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