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Memorandum 

 
To: Distribution      
 
From: Paul Ferry, P.E.  

Highways Engineer 
 
Date: October 19, 2011 
 
Subject: Embankment Protectors at Bridge Ends  
 
 
In an effort to address erosion issues at bridge ends, embankment protectors will be 
placed at all four corners of bridges unless their elimination can be justified (e.g. corners 
are on the high side of a superelevated section).  Refer to Section 17.2.1 in the Road 
Design Manual and Detailed Drawing 603-28 for detailed guidance on installation.   
 
The installation of embankment protectors was a standard practice that has generally 
been abandoned in recent years.  Due to erosion at bridge ends, the addition of curbing 
on bridge decks and the associated water quality issues, we need to return to this 
practice.   
 
The installation of embankment protectors should be included in all projects that involve 
major grading.  The use of drain chutes may be considered where the riprap layout may 
make the installation of embankment protectors impractical. 
 
These changes must be included in all applicable projects let after January 2012.  If you 
have questions concerning this, please contact me at 444-6244. 
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